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March, 2022 Issue 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Council Meeting: 

Sunday, April 10th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVn

Nm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 
 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are welcome to attend 

 
Apostolate News:  
The Estates at Lynnhurst:  
Lynnhurst is undergoing a MDH survey (inspection). No 
volunteer visits until this is complete. Tentative next visit 
dates are Apr 19th and May 17th (3rd Tuesdays at 6:30pm) 

 

See page 2 for additional Apostolate News. 
 

 
 

Brenda Berry: 4/18  Marty Spicer 4/23 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

Inquirer Formation  
Meetings on the 4th Fridays at Steve’s house. 

March 25th: Ch 11 “The Rule” 
Orientation to Initial Formation  

A newly formed Aspirants/Orientation group met at 
Steve’s house on March 18th  

 
First Friday: April 1st 

St. Patrick’s on the East Side 
1095 Desoto St, St Paul, MN 55130  

(St. Columba’s has Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings 
during Lent) 

 Covid precautions: wearing a mask is encouraged; spread 
out if possible. 

 

Franciscan Holy Hour 
for World Peace at 7:00 pm 

Regular Fraternity Meeting at 8:00 pm: 
Business meeting 

Ongoing Formation: 
Rite of Admission for: Mark Hafner and Chuck Heidtke 

 (no quote sharing) 
Mass Readings for Sunday, April 3rd 

 Chapter 11 of St Clare Study  
Closing Prayers 

 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE for those viewing on Zoom: The connection at the church will 
discontinue when we break into small groups. You may have your own  

group discussion and closing prayers.  
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 
• Our primary food shelf need consists of various hygiene 

items, especially shampoo, laundry detergent, and 
stockings and various winter weather attire. 

• The monthly vocation discernment evenings at Blessed 
Solanus Friary are going well – 5 local men attended on 
Thursday, March 10th (next one is April 28th). 

• Please continue to pray for Br Antonio’s return. 
• We will count on having our Holy Hours and formation 

at St Patrick's during Lent. 
******************************** 

Nomination committee for this fall’s elections:  
• Will Moore has sent documents regarding the 

nomination process to all fraternity members. (Let Will 
know if you have not received the documents.) 

• Will has the help of Eileen Moore, Mary Marshall, 
Eugene Krentz, and Jerry Giebel who will be making 
calls to members in the next month or so. 

• Please keep an open mind and pray about it… 
******************************** 

Additional Apostolate News:  
Homeless ministry: 
• Cold weather attire needed: socks, hats, gloves, etc. 
• Hygiene items needed: shampoo, shaving cream, body 

wash, and laundry detergents – liquid, or pods. 
• Food shelf items needed: pasta and sauce. 

30FOR30 homeless bags 
• Nearly all the items are spoken for. 
• Items will be collected at the April meeting and 

assembled at the May meeting. 
• Fraternity members as well as the Brothers can keep 

bags in their cars and then pass them out when they 
see people with signs at the overpasses. 

******************************** 
The Estates at Lynnhurst (continued): 
• The pen pal ministry continues. 
• BINGO is still on hold. 
• Donations of small items for BINGO prizes are greatly 

appreciated: 
• Deodorant - men’s and women’s 
• Hand lotion, body lotion 
• Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 
• Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss 
• Gloves or mittens 
• Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks) 
• Word-find puzzle books 
• Note cards 
• (Candy is permissible. M&M’s are a favorite!) 

Little Sisters of the Poor: 
• They may open up in the near future for our 

Bible Studies to resume. 

The Sultan and the Saint 
Karen Nelson, Anne Keller, and Marty Spicer attended the 

viewing of “The Sultan and the Saint” event at St Patrick’s in 
Inver Grove Heights on 2/27.  

Three fraternities, including ours, were represented at a table 
with information about the Secular Franciscan Order.  

(See picture: That’s our banner in the middle.) 

 
 

******************************** 
Pro-Life Action Ministries: 

40 Days for Life Twin Cities Lent  
March 2 – April 10, 2022 3:00 p.m. daily prayer hour. 

Come out to pray anytime  
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. each day. 

A seven-day Jericho March will bring our campaign to a 
close. April 4 - 10th 3:00 p.m. each day. We will march 

around Planned Parenthood in silence once a day for six 
days. On the seventh day, we will march around six times 

in silence and the seventh time making a lot of noise! 
Please join us; children are welcome! 

Planned Parenthood 
671 Vandalia St. 

St. Paul, MN 55114. 
Pro-Life Action Ministries invites all to join us in this 
international movement of prayer and fasting, peaceful 
vigil and community outreach to end abortion. 
Contact brian.walker@plam.org for more information. 
 

******************************** 
Please Remember!!! 

Because our April 1st meeting is still 
during Lent, the location for the 

First Friday Holy Hour  
and Fraternity meeting will be at:  

St. Patrick’s on the East Side 
1095 Desoto St, St Paul, MN 55130 

(St. Columba’s has Stations of the Cross  
on Friday evenings during Lent) 

Beginning Friday, May 6th,  
our meeting location will return either to  

St. Columba or Queen of Peace Friary – stay tuned. 
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Franciscan Quote Reflection  
for the 3/4/22 Fraternity Meeting  

by Will Moore 
Our rule in a story of St. Francis 

 
 Ever wonder where our Rule comes from? I 
read a story about Francis from the old Franciscan 
stories called: Mirror of Perfection. They say it was 
written by Br. Leo, one of the first brothers. It’s 
about Francis sweeping out churches and talking to 
the priests there.  
 
 I think Francis’ way was to first see what Jesus 
said in the gospel. For this story I’m guessing he 
looked at Matthew where Jesus is scolding the 
scribes for just cleaning the vessels on the outside. 
Jesus says first clean on the inside. So, Francis 
goes from this gospel out to sweep out dirty 
churches around Assisi because they were dirty. 
When Francis was in these churches, he felt sad 
because he so revered the Eucharist that he didn’t 
want to see it disrespected by dirt. Francis had 
gone around preaching to the people at these 
churches. When he finished, he gathered all the 
priests and took them off to an out of the way place, 
so they wouldn’t be overheard by the people. He 
told the priests that it was necessary to keep their 
churches clean so as to show honor to Lord Jesus. 
 
 This is the way I see Francis ministering to 
people. 1. He reads the gospel to see what Jesus 
said and did. 2. Francis follows what Jesus says 
and does in the gospel. We Secular Franciscans 
add two more movements in our ministries. 3. Our 
Rule comes from what Francis did.  4. Our way of 
life is to do what our Rule says. 
 
 In this story I see Francis doing his ministry. I 
can also see where what Francis does appears in 
our Rule and how Francis applies his spirit to life 
and in our Rule we follow his spirit. 
 
 I will list how Francis demonstrates this. 
 
As in Article 1, Francis forms a life-giving union with 
the priests. To them he makes known his charism 
in the life and mission of the Church. 
 
As in Article 2, He preaches to people and talks to 
the priests in a way that benefits them and so 
Francis tries to show charity to the others. 
 
As in Article 3, Francis follows the expectation of 
the Church at his time where the Council 
prescribed that the churches must repose the 
Eucharist with reverence and cleanliness. 

As in Article 4, Francis carefully reads the gospel 
and goes from gospel to life. 
 
As in Article 5, Francis insists on reverence for the 
Eucharist because “he sees nothing bodily of the 
Son of God in the world except the Eucharist.  
 
As in Article 6, Francis energetically lives in full 
communion with the priests, fostering an open 
trusting dialogue of apostolic effectiveness and 
creativity. 
 
As in Article 8, Francis worships the Father and 
prayer is the soul of who he is and what he does. 
Therefore, he participates in the sacraments, 
especially the Eucharist.  
 
As in Article 11, Francis follows Christ who valued 
created things attentively and lovingly. Francis paid 
close attention to the dirt in the churches and he 
lovingly swept the churches clean. 
 
As in Article 13, Francis sees Jesus in the people 
and priests and accepts them gently and 
courteously.  
 
As in Article 14, Francis builds a more fraternal and 
evangelical world with the priests and people. He 
exercises his responsibility in Christian service. 
 
As in Article 15, He promotes justice by his life’s 
testimony (sweeping churches) and courageous 
initiatives (telling the priests to keep their churches 
clean). 
 
As in Article 16, He esteems the work of sweeping 
churches as a sharing, creating, redeeming, and 
serving of humanity. 
 
As in Article 19, Francis bears peace. He builds it 
up by seeking out the priests and acting in union 
with them. He talks to the priests and people in 
harmony, as their brother in dialogue and trust 
God’s presence in everyone. He acts loving toward 
them and pardons them. 
 
 So, my dear Franciscans here is our life. We 
follow Jesus in the gospel. Francis follows Jesus in 
the gospel and life. Francis writes his way of life 
into our Rule. Francis lives out his Rule and this 
shows up in the stories of his life. Our OFS Rule is 
written from what Francis exemplifies in his life 
stories. With Francis, life is good.    
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March Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 
consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 
the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For the success of the new monthly vocational 
discernment evenings.  

• For guidance for Br. Antonio as he ministers to the poor 
in the Philippines. For the guidance of the Holy Spirit as 
he seeks another interview with the US consulate.  

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 
they serve.  

 

• For protection for all those whose lives and welfare are 
threatened by war and violence. 

• For the protection of all refugees who are trying to escape 
violence. 

• For a peaceful, stable government in Myanmar and for 
protection for those of the Ee Tu Ta refugee camp and the 
mission school that the Brothers sponsor. 

• For protection of all those fighting and fleeing for their 
lives as a result of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

• For the needs of the people in Central and South America.  
• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 
• For the healings of divisions and polarization among us. 
• For the protection of the unborn and all those who are 

vulnerable and marginalized. 
• For the Lord’s loving protection and provision for all the 

poor and the homeless. 
• For an end to the Covid pandemic and for the repose of 

the souls of all who have died. 
• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 

natural disasters. 
• That government officials will serve with fairness and 

justice; for peace in our communities; for an end to all 
violence through the conversion of hearts. 

• In thanksgiving for the sacrifices of veterans. 
 

• In thanksgiving for fraternity. And may the Holy Spirit 
continue to guide the Council in animating the fraternity. 

• As we prepare for elections in November, that each of us 
will respond to the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the “Sharing 
and Calling Forth our Gifts” process.  

• For direction and guidance for each of us as we discern 
our Franciscan commitment. 

• For all those who are sick in our fraternity and for graces 
to face all difficulties. 

• For the needs of all those unable to attend our February 
meeting: Mike Bartel, Janie Carlson, Robin Donner, Heidi 
and Jerry Giebel, Mark Hafner, Eugene Krentz, Marty 
Madansky, Mary Marshall, Scott Rooney, Mike Ross, 
Helen Rush, Marlene Skavnak, and Marty Spicer. 

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck Heidtke and 
Mark Hafner, as well as all those discerning a vocation in 
the Secular Franciscan Order. 

• For Marlene, that the Lord will bring healing to her right 
leg, hip and back so that she can walk with no pain. 

• In thanksgiving that Helen is back home after the repair of 
her broken hip. For continued recovery and healing.  

• For Martin Madansky, that he will be able to save up 
money to travel to Honduras to visit friends there. May 
the Lord direct him and provide all that he needs.  

• For provision for Chuck and Jane Roach in Alabama. 
• For blessings upon Chuck Roach’s retirement. 
• For guidance and wisdom for Debbie’s medical team as 

they discern when to schedule surgery for her. That the 
Lord will use her for His glory and fill her with peace.  

• For healing of Debbie’s heartache regarding her family. 
• For healing and provision for Eugene as he undergoes 

testing to rule out esophageal cancer. 
• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel 

in Tennessee.  
 

• For healing from cancer for Br. Didacus’ mother. 
• For healing from cancer and a job for Eileen’s friend, Jim. 
• Continued prayers for a healthy and uncomplicated 

pregnancy for Janie’s daughter-in-law, Sheena.  
• Continued healing for Janie’s great-niece, Rhiannon. 
• For peace for Jeannie as she interacts with her elderly 

friend, Zelda. May Zelda open her heart to God’s love and 
come to a place of peace in her soul before she dies. 

• For Jeannie’s friend, Lynn, as she grieves the loss of her 
husband to Covid in October. 

• For Jeannie’s friend, Ron, who is recovering from sepsis. 
• For all seniors who are alone in the world. 
• For continued sobriety Will’s nephew, Luke, and for 

success in his new job in Guam. 
• For protection and emotional healing for Marty S’s son.  
• For Brenda’s family members: nephew-Christopher and 

niece-Mary as they undergo cancer treatment. 
• For Chuck Roach’s uncle, John, who is ill. 
• For Steve’s daughter, McKenzie Alexander, who is now 

in palliative care as she is no longer able to process 
nutrition and there are no more treatments available for 
her. May she come to know the Lord and may Saint 
Joseph comfort her. 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the doctors 
on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For healing of relationships in Debbie’s family. 
• For more precipitation in Santa Fe, NM where Debbie’s 

sister, Kathleen, lives. 
• For the needs of Clare Lewer’s friend, Maria Silva. 
• For protection, healing and recovery for the residents and 

staff of the Estates at Lynnhurst nursing home where 
there has been a Covid outbreak. For the repose of the 
souls of residents who have died. 

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual 
needs of patients at the VA Hospital, where Br John Mary 
volunteers. May all who are dying be drawn into the 
Lord’s heavenly embrace. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental health issues, 
addiction issues and broken relationships. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our friends and 
family members who have left the Church. That they will 
come to know His love for them. 

• That our children will find faithful spouses. 
• For all our friends and family members for whom we 

have promised to pray. 
• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 
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ONGOING FORMATION: 
 

Study Questions for the 4/1/2022 
OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting 

 
ST. CLARE OF ASSISI: Chp. 11 – 

COMMUNITY, pg. 128-136 
 

 
In Chapter 10, Francis brings Clare with her 
injured sister Agnes, to their final destination, 
the small simple Church of San Damiano, 
located in the valley outside of the walls of 
Assisi.  In the silence and peace of this simple 
stone church and cloister, she felt holiness, 
love and security where the heart of her new 
life would embrace fully and radically poverty, 
following in the footsteps of the lesser Christ – 
the first and truest minor.  Here she could live 
with the local people and farmers, the pilgrims, 
and the social outcasts of Assisi – the 
marginalized, the poor, the sick, the thieves, 
and the lepers.  She would be like them, live 
poor among the poor.  Her cloister consisted of 
the small San Damiano church with the 
miraculous San Damiano crucifix, a prayer 
choir room behind the altar, an exterior building 
with two small rooms – one for a refectory and 
the other a dormitory, and a small garden.  
Here Clare develops a new way of cloistered 
life, that is open- not closed, letting the spiritual 
light of Christ shine out to the people and the 
world around her.  There would be no large 
tracts of land, no dowries, no status.   All 
women entering had to give away everything 
they owned, would be sisters living and 
working equally in community, with Clare as a 
servant leader, contemplative mother, and 
sister.  She had doubts about whether her 
cloister would grow and be provided for.  She 
trusted in Divine Providence, the lay people, 
and work based on the talents of her cloistered 
women where they would accept no wages, 
just gift offerings and alms.  She was given a 
dream about her cloister growing, first with 
additional members of her family, then other 
women from Assisi and nearby cities and town, 
then all of Italy, and finally from all over the 
world.  She thanked God for her great mission 
and prayed for strength to carry it out. 

 
In Chapter 11, News of Clare’s new life starts 
spreading, and many of the young 
noblewomen of Assisi and surrounding town 
and cities enter Claire’s cloister at San 
Damiano.  Clare’s mother Ortulana, sister 
Beatrice, and many friends of the family, as 
well as 50 other women join the cloister at San 
Damiano.   Francis gives Clare’s new 
community a name, offers help, and makes a 
promise to Clare in support of her new life.  
 
1.  Why and who are the women of Assisi 
joining Clare’s new cloister at San Damiano?  
Pg-128-132. 
 
 
      Why did you come to the Secular 
Franciscans, particularly our Mary Queen of 
Peace Fraternity? 
 
 
2.  What were Clare’s attributes and character?  
Pg. 133-134. 
 
 
 
3.  What was the assessment and name 
Frances gave Clare’s new community?  Pg. 
134. 
 
 
 
 
4.  How did Francis help Clare’s new 
community and what promise did he make to 
her?  Pg. 134-135.   
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ONGOING FORMATION (continued) 
 

for the 4/3/2022 
OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting  

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Reading I  Ez 37:12-14 
Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will 
open your graves and have you rise from them, 
and bring you back to the land of Israel. Then 
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves and have you rise from them, O my 
people! I will put my spirit in you that you may 
live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus 
you shall know that I am the LORD. I have 
promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 
 
Gospel: Jn. 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45   
The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, 
saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” When 
Jesus heard this he said, “This illness is not to 
end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, he remained 
for two days in the place where he was. Then 
after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back 
to Judea.”  When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise.” Martha said, “I know he will 
rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus 
told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are 
the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is 
coming into the world.”  He became perturbed 
and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” 
And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he 

loved him.” But some of them said, “Could not 
the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have done something so that this man would not 
have died?”  So Jesus, perturbed again, came 
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
across it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
“Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has 
been dead for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believe you will see the 
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 
you for hearing me. I know that you always hear 
me; but because of the crowd here I have said 
this, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 
came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus 
said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”  Now 
many of the Jews who had come to Mary and 
seen what he had done began to believe in him.   
 
 
Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 
1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 
2. What is the connection between the Gospel and the 

first reading? 
3. What word or phrase stands out? 
4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 
5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 
6. What can be my action response as an individual? 
7. What can be our action response as a Fraternity? 
 

 


